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made to the king. Mounier believed him; and the 
affembly adjourned. The reft of the foldiery, not 
immediately employed in the protection of the pa- 
lace, difperfed themfelves m the coffee-houfes, the 
public buildings, or wherever they could obtdin reft 
and fhelter. The general having been his rounds, 
and feen ail things quiet, retired alfo to reft. 

It is not poflible to pafs over thefe atts of la 
Fayette without animadverfion. That he fhould 
leave the royal family at night, under the proteétion 
of thofe foldiers who had fhewn fo ftrong a propen- 
fity to mutiny in the morning, is furprifing ; but 
this may, in fome meafure, be accounted for by 
allowing for his vanity, fuggeiting that his perfonal 
influence had overcome their evil difpofitions, and 
the confidence he placed in the renewed oath of 
Joyalty which he induced them to take as foon as 
they entered Verfailles. His advifing the adjourn- 
ment of the affembly was a great error, as it afforded 
the confpirators, in the intereff of Orleans, an op- 
portunity of re-arranging their plans of fedition, 
and providing for the execution of them. But 
what defence can be made for him, the general of 
fuch an army, retiring quietly to reft on fuch a 
night! No appearance of tranquillity; no faith in 
oaths is fufficient to apologife er even account for 
it.—The reafons of his conduct are thus given: 
The confpirators had difperfed themfelves, imme- 
diately after the rifing of the aflembly, fome amongft 
the foldiers and people, whom they inflamed by the 
moft atrocious untruths again{t the royal family. 
Some went to the coffee-houfes, whither the na- 
tional guard had retired, and performed the fame 
atk, plying them well with liquor. A third party 
formed a council with the duke, where it was 
agreed to murder the king and queen, la Fayette, 
and d’Eftaing, menioaadent of au national guard 
at Verfailles. ‘This arrangement was communicated 
to thofe who were to put it in execution ; ~*~ i 
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thefe were: many in number, and fome of them 
intoxicated, la Fayette heard it mentioned as he 
was going his rounds. Senfible that in fuch a crifis 
he co id do nothing to prevent the cataftrophe in- 
tended, he went to the hotel of the prince de Poix, 
and pretended to retire to fleep. 

Whatever errors or crimes may be imputed to la 
Fayette, it is not eafy to fuppofe him guilty of a 
weaknefs fo inexcufable as that of abandoning his 
duty merely to indulge a momentary felf-gratifica- 
tion. He would not, for that, have encountered 
the laconic but expreflive reproach of the king ; 
«¢ Sir, in your place I would not have flept ;” nor 
incurred the nick-name of General Morpheus‘. 
It is hardly to be fuppofed that la Fayette could 
fleep during the confufion which prevailed through- 
out Verfailles; or that he fhould wake and exert 
himfelf at a moment fo critical as he did. While 
the uproar in the palace was at the higheft, and the 
flaughter of the gardes-du-corps was proceeding, he 
was in bed; but when the heroic behaviour of the 
gardes-du-corps had made fo favourable an impreffion 
on the ci-devant gardes Frangaifes as to incline them 
to mercy, then, at eleven o’clock, la Fayette a 

ed on his white charger, affifted in refcuing the 
intended victims, and reftoring order. Yet he 
could not prevent the infults which the king fultained 
from the mob during his journey to Paris; or the 
difgraceful fpectacle of the heads of two gardes-du- 
corps carried on pikes, which formed part of the 
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proceffion, and during two days difgraced the 
Capital *. x 

La Fayette, though invefted with the important 
command of the national guard, now found the 
Orleans’ party much fuperior to him in influence, 
He poffeffed fo little energy of character, that he 
dared not rifk aconteft with the duke, but enter. 
tained thoughts of terrifying or bribing him. He 
was, however, prevailed on not to attempt either of 
thefe meafures; but, by a direét application, to 
compel his rival to quit the country. This he 
fpeedily effected *. 

The advantage thus acquired, the cuftody of the 
king’s perfon, the command of the militia, together 
sith his influence in the army and in the provinces, 
rendered la Fayette fovereign of Paris, and enabled 
him to difpofe of the aflembly as he thought proper *. 
He ftrengthened his power by obtaining from the le- 
giflature a decree eftablifhing a martial law, in fome 
meafure fimilar to the Riot AG@ in England. The 
fignal under which the troops were to act in repelling 
fedition, was the difplay of a red flag. La Fayette, 
as foon. as the decree was pafled, made hafte to ex- 
hibit a red flag at the windows of the Hotel de Ville, 
with the oftentatious delight of a child who has ob- 
tained a new toy *. 

Although armed with powers fo extenfive, la 


plan Fayette was not capable of forming projects of pro- 
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portionate magnitude, or of giving fuch a bias to 
the revolution as would have rendered it ufeful to 
the people, without detriment to the exifting go- 
t ment. His favourite plan was the eftablifhment 
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of a democratical monarchy, with two houfes of 
legiflature ; but his notions were fo confufed and 
indeterminate, that many perfons confidered him a 
decided republican, and exprefled furprife when 
he afterwards declared his attachment to royalty”. 
This opinion was rendered more probable by his 
brutal treatment of the king and queen, and by his 
unceafing perfecution of the royalifts, while, from 
want of vigour or want of difcernment, he uled no 
exertions again{ft his more formidable opponents, 
the Jacobins; but, on the contrary, ufed every 
effort to fupprefs the clubs which were formed to 
c@unteract the influence of that fociety*. La Fay- 4th Feby” 
ette was one of the moft ftrenuous promoters of 179%” 
the king’s vifit to the aflembly, when he made that a 
imprudent declaration of his defire to promote the 
revolution, which difconcerted all the views of his 
faithful adherents *. 

During the abfence of Orleans, la Fayette made His weake 
fo little ufe of the advantages with which he was ™ 
invetted by his fituation, that no meritorious or con- 
fpicuous action ftands recorded, except his exertions 
to aflift Bailly in fupplying the capital with bread, 
and his efforts to introduce difcipline and order 
among the national guards. In this point. he was 
actuated rather by ambitious than by patriotic mo- 
tives, as he affeéted to attach the foldiers under him 
to his own perfon, and for that reafon preferred the 
Bourgeoifie to the regular military °. : ; 

But if la Fayette had ever digefted a ferious pros His et 
jet either of private ambition or public utility, it ms 
was fruftrated by his own levity and inconfiderates o 
nefs. He knew and: appreciated the fuperior i.” 
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fluence of Orleans, and had even exceeded the 
bounds which his own hefitative prudence prefcribed 
in enforcing his departure from France, yet, in con- 
junétion with Bailly, he invented that abfurd feftival 
which afforded the duke an opportunity of return. 
ing to Paris. When la Fayette was apprifed of the 
duke’s intention, he aéted in a manner which dif. 
played want of judgment and energy. He fent one 
of his own aides-de-camp, named Boinville, to Lon- 
don, with a commiffion to engage the French am- 
baffador to infift that Orleans fhould not return to 
France. The duke had fagacity enough to difcern 
the advantage he might derive from this impsudent 
meafure ; and having prevailed on the ambaflador 
and Boinville to commit their requifition to writing, 
and fign it, made immediate application to the af 
fembly to fanétion his return‘. La Fayette did not 
oppofe the motion, but entered into a brief and un- 
fatisfactory explanation of the reafons which in- 
duced him to enforce the duke’s abfence, reafons 
which, he faid, ftill exifted, though he entertained 
no apprehenfions for the public fafety *. 

While the ceremony was in preparation, la Fay- 
ette fet an example of violence and puerility highly 
indecorous and difgraceful. He was a ftrenuous 
advocate for the abolition of nobility, and the fup- 
preffion of all titles and diftinctions*. He fanc- 
tioned all the outrages committed by the mob, who 
broke into the monafteries and convents, and com- 

ed the monks and nuns to abandon the retreats 
‘im which they had fworn to feclude themfelves, in 
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order to work in the Champ de Mars. He was a 
tranqujl fpe€tator, or rather active promoter, of 
the licentious proceedings of the populace; and 
joined, them in the famous fong, Ca Ira, where 
he was moft ridiculoufly flattered, and where all 
ariftocrats were fentenced @ /a lanterne‘. One of 
la Fayette’s views in promoting the confedera- 
tion probably the hope that he fhould be en- 
abled by intriguing among the fédérés to increafe 
his popularity in the provinces: but in this he was 
totally miftaken ; they came to Paris replete with 
loyalty, and nothing could induce them to fwerve 
from thofe fentiments. 7 

On the day of the ceremony, la Fayette was pro La Faye) 
tempore high conftable of all the armed men in the pularity, ” 
kingdom *. His popularity was at its greateft 
height ; Vive /a Fayette! refounded from every 
tongue; and his picture was placed near the 
ftatue of Henry IV. the idol of the people ’. re 

From that day however his popularity was Oppofit 
doomed to decline. Orleans, immediately on his " 
return, commenced an aétive and vowed attack 5 
and the Lameths, defirous to make la Fayette refign 
the command of the national guard, united them- 
felves with the Jacobins, and became his ftrenuous 
oppofers '. 

Under thefe circumftances la Fayette difplayed His cone ” 
neither vigour of mind or extenfive refources, 2%!" 
He affe€ted to oppofe his own popularity to the Kings ag 
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efforts of his adverfaries ; and, in order-to increafe 
it, behaved to the royal family with the mof wan- 
ton brutality, afluming, with the office, the manners 
of a jailor. Yet he was fo mean and fo treacherous 
as to draw from the civil lift large fums, under pre- 
tence of procuring the king fome partifans, inftead 
of which, he diftributed the money among the pub- 
lic writers, rather with a view of engaging hem to 
fupport his own caufe than that of his fovéfeign *. 
If as a foldier, a nobleman, and a fubjeét, he can 
ftand excufed for his total want of loyalty and at- 
tachment to the king ; yet as a politician, or leader 
of a party, he muft be for ever contemptible for his 
extreme weaknefs in not raifing up or maintaining 
a counteracting power fufficiently ftrong to refift 
the Orleans’ faclion, which was decidedly adverfa- 
rious to himfelf. 

The firft public trial of ftrength between Orleans 
and la Fayette was on the day when Santerre, at 
the head of a Parifian mob, went to deftroy the 
caftle of Vincennes. The leaders of faction had 
excited dreadful alarms, as well refpeéting the ftate 
of Paris, as the fituation of the royal family, whom 
they defcribed as being expofed to imminent dan- 

r. Santerre, at the head of a numerous rabble 
collected from the fauxbourgs, repaired to the caltle 
of Vincennes, which they began to demolifh, under 
pretence that it was intended as a new Batftille. La 
Fayette, at the head of the national guard, pro- 


~~ ceeded to difperfe the rioters; which, after fome 





difficulty and oppofition,-he accomplifhed. While 
la’ Fayette was employed on this expedition, another 

ob was collected, who ran to the Tuilleries, utter- 
ing violent threats againft the royal family. Four 
hundred gentlemen, armed with piftols and fwords, 
afflembled in the palace, and determined to prevent 
a renewal of the {cenes of the sth-and 6th of Oc- 
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tober, at the rifk of their lives. The populace ex- 
claimegl that a band of traitors was concealed, who 
intended to maflacre the people ; and they perfe- 
vered, in their clamours and threats, till fome offi- 
cers of the national guard, and even the king him- 
felf, entreated them to lay down the arms which 
an ill-judging zeal had induced them to aflume. 
egies were performing this act of fubmiffion, 
they expofed to innumerable infults from the 
national guard, who brutally thruft them down 
{tairs, and delivered them to the mob, who loaded 
them with injuries and infults. La Fayette, return- 
ing from Vincennes, proud of his conqueft over 
Santerre, heard the rabble reviling thefe unfortunate 
men, and faw them treated with every indignity, 
not only without interfering in their favour, but he 
encouraged the proceedings by an apparent gaiety, 
and by finging ¢a@ ira. When he entered the pa-* 
lace, and faw the arms which the royalilts had re- 
figned, he fwore with great violence that fuch an 
‘event fhould not again occur. A perfon who was 
prefent remonitrated, that thefe brave men, confi- 
dering the king’s life in danger, had determined to 
make a rampart of their bodics around his perfon. 
“© What!” exclaimed la Fayette, ‘ the king in dan- 
© ger in the midit of the national guard!—A con- 
* {titutional king can only be defended by the fol- 
*¢ diers of liberty'.”? It is probable that, befides 
his antipathy to the royalilts, la Fayette was. influ- 
enced on this occafion by the fear of exafperating 
the populace; and was defirous, by counte i 
diforder, encouraging infurreCtion, and flattering 
the mob, to repair the injury his popularity might 
have fuftained from his conduct at Vincennes. If 
fuch-were his motives, he difplayed a bafe and dif. 
honeft mind; but if he was weak enough to think 
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the king fafe under the protedtion of: a body of 
national guards whom he himfelf could ngt con. 
trol, he muft have been deftitute of even a com. 
mon fhare of fagacity. . 

A fhort time after this tranfaétion, la Fayette had 
another proof of the little reliance which could be 
placed on the loyalty or affection of the national 
- guard. Actuated by fhame, repugnan fome 
other motive, he had perfuaded the king Wgo to 
St. Cloud ; when the royal family were feated in 
their carriages, the mob would not permit them to 
proceed; and la Fayette, having in vain endea- 
voured to influence the national guard to reftrain 
the licentioufnefs of the rabble, was obliged to fub- 
mit to the difgrace of being fcorned and difobeyed 
by his own ioldiers". The conduct of the mob 
‘was applauded in the journals and in patriotic pub- 
*lications, and la Fayette mentioned with cenfure 
and contempt". He felt fo much indignation at 
this unexpected defertion of his foldiers, that he 
gave in his refignation, The Orleans’ faction were 
not prepared to take advantage of this meafure, but 
permitted the national guard to follow the impulfe 
of their own feelings, or the fuggeftions of la Fay- 
ette’s friends. All the battalions affembled, and 
‘appointed deputations to the general, to exprefs 
forrow for their condué, and promife obedience in 
future. Thefe deputations filled his hotel, and 
crowded the ftreet where he refided. The muni- 
cipality,and the department alfo joined in entreat- 
ing him to refume the command. La Fayette ex- 
prefled a proper fenfe of the honor, but declined 
giving ing his an{wer till the next day. At ten o’clock 

went to the hall of the commune, where he was 
met by the council-general, and by deputies from 
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all the battalions. He made a fpeech, diftinguifhed 
for a difplay of felf-denial, and for the earneftnefs 
with which he recommended fubordination, but 
concluded by declining the command. The follow- 
ing day the battalions affembled, and made a decla- 
ration expreflive of their fubmiffion to the law and 
zeal for the conftitution, and of their refolution to 
ot commander in chief; but no mention was _ 
made Of la Fayette. Whether this mode of con- 

duét had been previoufly concerted, to afford the 
general an unexceptionable opportunity of retract. 
ing his refignation, or whether his friends, now be- 
come apprehenfive that the folicitude of the na- 
tional guard was nearly exhaufted, is not certain. 
Bailly however made hafte to authenticate this de-’ 
claration, and procured a deputation of eight mem- 
bers of the commune, whom he accompanied in per- 
fon, to wait on the general, and perfuade him that 
his refufal to refume the command would endanger 
the ftate, and that the greateft proof of patriotifin 
he could give would be to waive the refolution he 
had formed. Thus importuned, la Fayette at length 
yielded. He infifted that the national guard fhould 
go in a body to the king, renew their oath of alle- 
giance, and profefs forrow for what had pafled. 
‘Thefe empty declarations were made with great 
pomp and affectation ; but the general saeepiel no 
meafure to alleviate the king’s captivity, or to pro- 
cure for him the indulgence of vifiting St. Cloud. 
La Fayette’s conduét was influenced by felfith views 
of perfonal aggrandizement, without the fmalleft — 
regard for the welfare of the royal family. He 
afterwards ventured to break the company of na- 
tional guards which had refufed to obey his com- 
mand; but they were all, except fourteen, received 
into a.new-formed company raifed in its ftead ; and 
a new conftitutional oath was, by his direétion, ad- 
miniftered to all the national guards. The fourteen 
men“who had been difmiffed were reprefented by 
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the Orleanifts as martyrs in the caufe of liberty, ex. 
tolled by the Jacobins, and feafted by the Corde. 
liers, while la Fayette was execrated and threatened 
in both focieties : his new oath was decried as un- 
conftitutional and illegal, and declared void. Du- 
bois de Crancé wrote a pamphlet on the occafion, 
in which he afferted that the national guard owed 
only a reafonable and limited obedience to their 
general, and that to expel any of them for fefufing 
to take the oath required, was an arbitrary and de- 
{potic proceeding °. 
The condu& of la Fayette with refpect to the 
king’s flight has given rife to much conjecture, and 
has been reprefented in various lights. Some au- 
thors have afferted, and it was for a time confi- 
dently believed, that the royal family had imparted 
their intention to la Fayette; that he connived at 
their efcape, and afterwards betrayed, arrefted, and 
imprifoned them. Others fay that he was not en- 
trufted with their defign, but penetrated it by other 
means, and after permitting them to enjoy for a 
moment the illufion of liberty, caufed them to be 
purfued and retaken, in order to enhance his own 
fagacity, and to acquire an additional claim on the 
public regard’. I have, from the facts prefented 
in the various narratives of this event, adopted the 
latter opinion ; and fhall avoid difcuffing the ab- 
ftract queftion, by relating thofe faéts, and occa- 
fionally fhewing their application. But although 
I have formed my judginent from thefe impref- 
. fions, I am far from confidering the refult of my 
* examination as abfolutely certain: on all fuch occa- 
_ fions, the mind is left to choofe among a variety of 
conjectural deduétions, and the moft {pecious pro- 
babilities may lead to an erroneous conclufion, 
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The ill ufage the king had fuftained, and which was 
daily ipcreafing, had induced him to refolve on 
the meafure of retiring with his family to a fortified 
frontier town. This plan was arranged with the 
marquis de Bouillé, by means of confidential mef- 
fengers, and letters written in cypher‘. That la 
Fayette was never entrufted with this important fe- 
cret, appears obvious from the queen’s declaration 
on her trial’, and from Bailly’s addrefs to his fel- 
low-citizens, in which he pofitively denies that any 
fuch communication had been made’. It alfo ap- 
pears from a private paper preferved by Dr. Moore, 
that the king, while the arrangements were making 
for his flight, had been exprefsly and_ forcibly 
cautioned not to truft la Fayette, and the king was 
too timid and cautious to flight fuch an admo- 
nition'. His cruelty towards the royal family had 
fo difgufted the king, that he even withdrew great 
part of the money he had been ufed to allow from 
the civil lift, and with which la Fayette had bribed 
the journalifts*. Yet there is reafon to fuppofe 
that la Fayette was by fome means apprized of the 
king’s defign, and appeared to connive at it from 
motives of bafe artifice alone. He wrote a letter to 
Bouillé, in which he plainly indicated a fufpicion 
amounting almoit to a certain knowledge of the 
project, and at the fame time a rooted hatred for the 
royalifts, accompanied with a total difregard of the 
Orleans’ faction, which proved his felf-fufliciency no 
lefs than want of forefight*. The means by which 
he obtained his knowledge are differently defcribed. 
On one hand it is faid, that it was difclofed to him by’ 
one of the female attendants in the palace, who. was 
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devoted to his intereft, and who ferved him fo faith. 
fully that he was even furnifhed with a pattern of 
the gown intended to be worn by the queen on the 
occafion’. This account is not improbable, con. 
fidering that the king and queen were conftantl 
furrounded with fpies, who obferved their cottinks 
with the mofl pertinacious vigilance. Or la Fayette 
might have learned the fecret either from the con- 
fidence or indifcretion of Mirabeau, with whom he 
had an interview a fhort time before his death. Mi- 
rabeau had been bought over to the king’s intereft, 
and perhaps wifhed to ftrengthen himfelf againft the 
efforts of Orleans by an alliance with la Fayette, 
which would have been truly beneficial to both king 
and conflitution *. 

The rumour of the king’s projected efcape was fo 
general, and obtained fo much credit, that la Fayette 
could not pretend ignorance ; on the contrary, at 
the reprefentation of Gouvion, he doubled the 
guard; and took fuch other precautions as he judged 
neceflary to fruftrate the plan*. This meafure was 
lefs folid than fpecious; for if he had determined 
to permit the king’s efcape, it muft alfo be con- 
cluded that he knew the exaét road he intended to 
take; that he had decided the precife place where 
he fhould be arrefted ; and had even corrupted the 
troops placed by Bouillé to proteét the royal travellers. 
La Fayette, in doubling the guard, and at the fame 

“time entrufting the command to Gouvion, his in- 
timate and confidential friend, only infured the 
fuccefs of his own projeéts. On the night of the 
king’s departure, the general had an interview with 
the royal family; he diflembled his fufpicions ; but 
after his departure, the princefs Elizabeth faid to 
her auguft relatives, “ We are certainly betrayed ; 
“ la Fayette at his departure looked and fmiled in 
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s« fuch a manner as convinces me he knows all.” 
The hint was not attended to”. 

At one o’clock in the morning, la Fayette went 
to the refidence of the mayor to report on the 
ftate of the caftle, refpecting which the moft anxi- 
ous alarms had been entertained. He faid that all 
the grates had been carefully fhut; that he him- 
felf had renewed the watch-word at every gate; and 
that it was impofible even for a moufe to efcape*. 
In this he difplayed the moft confummate treachery. 
The royal family had left the Tuileries at a quarter 
before twelve o’clock*. In their way to the car- 
riages they faw la Fayette pafs them twice‘; it is 
not eafy to fuppofe that, with the alarm on his 
mind which oak | have been communicated by the 
fears of the municipality, the general could have 
feen, without emotion and inquiry, a party fo nu- 
merous, crofling the Carouzel, and getting into 
two carriages fo near the palace. Nor is it eafy to 
believe that a double guard, ftationed for an exprefs 
purpofe, could have been fo remifs in their vigilance 
as to have permitted their efcape without exprefs 
inftructions '. a 

The progrefs of the royal family through feveral 
places pian the king ny eet aaa pire fome 
furprife ; but the conduct of the guards ftationed 
by Bouillé to intercept ali couriers from Paris, is 
entirely unaccountable, except on the ground of 
tarry bigapa mepitcnts had a yed the 

ing’s departure ; the breaking of his harnefs 
had impeded his progrefs, which occafioned a delay 
of fome hours, upon which one of the {tations abans . 
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doned their pofts, and fpread the report that the 
king was not to be expected €. ‘ 
When the king’s efcape was difcovered, rage and 
conf{ternation prevailed in Paris. La Fayette aflumed 
a mode of conduct fo decifive and fo repugnant to 
his general character, as to confirm the probability 
that he knew precifely what would be the event of 
the king’s project. He entered the hall of the 
affembly in his uniform, though contrary to the 
rule of the legiflature, and though Camus made 
fome oppofition to'the innovation ; he gave a brief 
account of the tranfaction, and offered to be per- 
fonally refponfible for the conduct of Gouvion. 
He then mounted his white charger and pranced 
through the ftreets, fmiling, and afluring the people 
that the king would foon return". ‘The aflembly 
decreed that meffengers fhould be fent to all the 
departments to prevent the royal family from leaving 
the kingdom; but it is remarked that only one 
courier departed ; that he was accompanied by an 
aide-de-camp of la Fayette, and that they followed 
the exact road taken by the king". 
_ The circumftances which occafioned and attended 
the king’s arreft are alfo calculated to induce ftrong 
fufpicions of treachery. That Drouet fhould recog- 
i nize the king by his refemblance to the effigy on an 
»  affignat of fifty livres, is extremely improbable; 
efpecially as he ftated, that he only faw the king 
leaning back in the carriage‘ ; and the account is 
rendered {till more fufpicious from a different {tate- 
ment having been made by Muguet, as orator of the 
- feven committees afterwards appointed, he faid that 
wet had recognized the perfon of the queen’. It 


‘ ee Memoirs of Tue Kino, &c.- 
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1 Pages, vol. i. p. 482. Conjuration de d*Orleans, ubi fupra, 
k rouet’s Statement to the Aflembly, 24th June 1791. 
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muft create-great furprife,and can hardlybe attribu 
to un editated contingency, that in an inftant 
after the king’s arrival at Varennes, at the fimple 
motion of the poft-mafter of another town, the 
ftrongeft meafures fhould be adopted for detaining 
the fugitives ; that the tocfin fhould be rung for ten 
leagues round; that legions of armed peafantry 
fhould immediately flock in; that every refiftance on 
the part of Bouillé fhould be anticipated or fruf- 
trated; and that the inhabitants and national guard 
of Varennes fhould, in an inftant, refolve to obey 
the poft-mafter Drouet, in preference to the king in 
perfon. From fo many concurrent cireumftances, 
I have been led to conclude that la Fayette was ap- 
prized of the king’s intention, and had previoufly 
concerted all neceflary meafures for fruftrating it ; 
his character is undoubtedly cleared from the im- 
putation of a breach of truft; but he ftands confpi- 
cuoufly guilty of the bafeft and moft flagrant dupli- 
city and treachery. x 
When the news of the king’s capture arrived, la Treatme 
Fayette difpatched a detachment of national guards " 
to meet and efcort him. On the monarch’s arrival mil 
in Paris, he added to the horrors and humiliations *# 
already prepared for him, by forbidding the peop “ 
to take off their hats; and even inftructing parties 
of the populace to vociferate infulting exclamations". 
As a reward for his exertions, he was again en- 
trufted with the cuflody of the royal family*,; and 
rendered himfelf worthy of the truft by an unexs 
ampled harfhnefs and brutality of behaviour® ;"he® 
even carried his vigilance and miftru(t to fo ridiewy’ _ 
lous an excefs as to place guards on the roof of 
e°, anew 
The exertions of the Orleans’ fattion at this eri 
and the avowed plan of a few individuals to form a 
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_- gepublican government, feem to have communicated 


pris apprehenfions to la Fayette which prior evegts had 
a not been able to impart. He faw with pleafure the 
ia {chifm among the Jacobins formed by Barnave, and 
By , did not hefitate to coalefce with him and the La. 
. meths to difappoint the views of Orleans and the 
fuppofed republicans. The prudence and eloquence 
os. of Barnave turned the debate on the king’s abdica- 
tion; he was reftored to the fame fhare of liberty he 
had enjoyed before his flight; and la Fayette from 
bs that period exerted himfelf to obtain for the monarch 
every indulgence in his power *. 
‘Petition in But though la Fayette had changed his fenti- 
theChamp ments, his charaéter remained unaltered. He was 
—...._ Ktill. devoid of energy and forefight, vainly relying 
fic on his own powers to take advantage of circum- 
ftances, and incapable of anticipating or fruftrating 
___ the fchemes of his enemies. The indignation of the 
Rie Jacobins at the overthrow of their fondeft hopes 
-.. occafioned a tumultuous meeting in the Champ de 
ay Mars to fign a petition to the legiflature, which had 
_ _ for its principal objeé&t the dethronement of the 
4 king. The day began by the murder of an invalid 
~~ and a hair-drefler, who were found under the ft 
of the altar of Liberty, where the petition lay for 
fignature. The municipality, alarmed at the fan- 
guinary difpofition difplayed by the mob, gave orders 
e to la Fayette to march at the head of a fufficient 
-_ mumber of national guards, and to exert all | 
3 to difperfe the populace and feize the affaflins; 
they at the fame time proclaimed martial law, and 
played the red flag at the Hotel de Ville". Before 
: meafures were adopted, la Fayette, unwilling to 
fifk his popularity, had fent eleven different meflages 
to the infurgents to difperfe; but the meflengers 
had been treated with contempt and indignity, and 
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sc maheguaeiil in apr Aanenticas* When, la 
Faye the national guard were infulted 
with fhouts of @ bas le drapeau ! & bas les 
bayonettes / and were even pelted with ftones *. One 
man levelled a piece and fired at la Fayette himfelf ; 
he was feized; but the general imprudently, though 
generoully, permitted him to efcape". The pro- 
clamation dire&ed by the law was then read by 
Bailly, which producing no effect, la Fayette ordered 
part of the national guard to fire over the heads‘of 
the mob. This moderation, inftead of producing 
the intended effect, inflamed their courage by an 
expectation of impunity; they became more and 
more outrageous, till at length A Fayette was obliged, 
in his own defence, to ae his foldiers to fire 
effectually. About twelve were killed, and fifty or 
fixty wounded. The difcomfited mob ran through 
the f{treets, vainly endeavouring to exafperate p 
citizens againft the general; as they approached, 
the fhops were fhut, no one gave them countenance 
or encouragement, and they were obliged to hide 
themfelves in their proper retreats, the fauxbourgs of 
St. Antoine and St. Marceau *. 

From this period, the averthrow of la Fayette’s 1 Dee 
remaining popularity became eafy. He had.de-*™ “y= uy 
monftrated his want of energy and forefight in fo pulari 
many inftances, that he was no longer pe by 4 
the party over whom he enjoyed a momentary = 
triumph. Some of them, whom dread of ere a” 
tion had. induced to retire from the capital, fpeedily. 
returned, and refumed their operations with as much 
audacity as before. The conftitution was = ‘ 
and accepted by the king; and la Fayette, © 
fame day, moved a general amnefty, which ff 
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tia ftop to all srl begun on account of 
€ revolution; and a decree to abolith ne- 
ty of paflports, and to permit free egrefs and 
regrels aswell to natives as foreigners ; both which 
were voted with acclamations’. The conftitution 
was ‘procldinied with ftudied pomp, and every effort 
: was' ufed to conftrain an appearance of public re- 
fe, joicing, but in vain. © The ery of Vive la Fayette was 
fometimes heard; but the gaiety of the people was 
without animation, and their feftivity without cor- 
diali 

“Th obedience to the new y conititution, la Fayette 
réfiefed the command of the national guard. He 
' «ook leave of them im a.very.pradent letter, remind- 
ing them of their facred duties, and advifing them 
conftantly to keep thefe duties in view as a guide 
Yandidate for their conduct *. Bailly having foon afterwards 
*yor ‘pefigned the oftice of - mayor, la Fayetse offered him- 
felt as a egndidete to facceed him ; “but he was op- 

fed by Petion, w ho, aided by the, Jacobin influ- 
‘erice, found a certain triumph: the votes wee nd for 
epee 6728, for la Fayette 3126. - 
At the period when the-Jacobins and Cordeliers 
wufing the moft yiolent ———— ft the 
rr the Lameths and Barnave, fi themfelves 

: ih treated withptheir wee > refpeét, but on 
the. -comtvary oiteninfulted, refolved to retire from 
» the Jacobins and form anew club. This fociety 
was cOntticared in every relpect like the Jacobins ; 
m-its occupying a vacant convent belonging 
ernardine monks, Was called the club of 
. La Fayette was an early member of 
and he had the power, at the time of the 
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infurreétion ‘in the steng'a de Mars, to = 
permartence to the new club, by diffolving tl 
cobins. He neglected this meafure, and the Jaco 
bins, by means of riot, infurrection, and tumult. 
filenced and difperfed the Feuillans *! “It ig pro-- 
bable that la Fayette’s attachment to this fociety =~ 
combined ‘with other caufes in preventing his fuc- mr 
cefs as candidate for the mayoralty. 
After his failure in the dledtion ion he retired to his Retire : 
eftate in the country, either to hide his chagriti — 
the lofs of his popularity and influence, or to devile oa 
means and form a party by which hé might be en. a 
abled to regain them *. ae 
He-was called’ from this'rétreatdn the capproih Obtains a 
of hoftilities, when the king Tis ‘hinge a te thie comes 
affembly to beftow on fiim “tH e command 
army of the centte*. Before he departed fos sath 
Metz, Ja Fayette e attended at the bar and made a 
fpeech, in Which he affared the legiflature of his 
eternal attac t, and of his determination to | 
maintain the conftitution. He was anfwered = aati 
hich ftrain of complim the prefident, a 
conttiiel with thete won os th the vee i © 
“ tion, who have fworn'td conquer and 
* free, will always, with confidence, p 
** their foes and to tyrants, ‘the conftitutior 
“ Fayette’.”—But la Fayette” his i 
quickly deftroyed any favourabl¢ hopes 
have arifén from this pre a 
He appeared at the head of the “the Peullian vhe 
daily becoming more’unpopular ; he coal Jed 
the Lameths, againft whom he had a { 
to entertain an irreconcilable antipathy 5 W v 
quently to court, avowing a hearty inverelt 
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“coal of the. oe whom he ii to de- 
grade ; and he conftantly appeared decorated with a 
red riband; although he had been one of the moft 

sadvocates for the abolition of every dif- 
tin@ion of rank §. 

When la Fayette ‘piri’ his army, he.employed 
himfelf in. reftoring order and difcipline, and infpir- 
ing the troops with an attachment to his perfon, 
in- which he partly fucceeded*. Some time before 
the declaration of war, Narbonne the minifter called 
bi him to Paris fo confult on the ftate of the army. 
ie Hevavailed himfelf of this: opportunity to enter into 
ae *fome pitiful cabinet intrigues, in arte he was made 
_ ___ »the tool of Narbonne} and derived neither honour 
_.» Mor advantage from his exertions'. After Nar- 
yaa bonrie had hoa difplaced, ‘Dumouriez, his fucceflor, 

oo formed a plan of ‘military operations for the cam- 
E-< in which la Fayette affectedyxo acquielce, 

demanded the: chief command. «Dumouriez, 
too wife to grant this i t ftation toa man 
differing fo, yer in hag frém himfelf, yet too 
"prudent to incen anabrupt sefabali with- 
held the command, and +yet flattered Ia Fayette 
mhopes, He left ‘Pare to rejoin the army with 





















pearance of content, but concéaling a violent 
ment in his breaft'*. . ; 

: rt difcufs la Fayette’s military ‘operations, 
lis. period were not of great importance. 
jiriez accules him, and perhaps juftly; of hav- 
“On: arted' Givet, which i indicated by. the 
wof the campaign merely for a temporary camp, 
sha ion sd aethias  alavia;1-aieae 
‘error the army was reduced to want, 
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he began ‘to difplay his difcontent’ in complaints 
againftethe miniltry *. 9: i OE Aa” 
The political condu& of la Fayette had now un- His de 
dergone a total change; and, from being the moft id 
afliduous perfecutor, he was become the moft 
zealous friend of the royal family. Ig this he was 
not actuated by any fentiment of refpeét towards 
the object of his former malignity, or by any emo- 
tion of regret for his paft cruelty and violence; ‘he 
was animated merely by a puerile regard for a con- 
ftitution which he vainly confidered as of his own 
formation, and which had been reviled under his 
immediate aufpices and perfonal protection: he 
was, to ufe the phrafe of M. Lally Tollendal, pur- 
fuing bis romance". ‘The king had too much judg- 
ment, and a mind too elevated, to beftow unlimited 
confidence on a man of Ja Fayette’s defcription : 
he could not communicate’ with him amicably ; 
his fituation was fo defperate that he was forced: to 
accept of fervices which he did not» command : 
but.the King felt the greateft relu€tanceto meafures 
which appeared violent, gh they might be quae _ 
lified by the appellation of vigorous; and ‘both»h¢ 
and the queen were unwilling to owe an imp 
fervice to. a man whom they, had for long ; 
juftly confidered as their enemy *. cag 
In the political ferment which: was ex 
ring the tyranny of the Jacobin adminif 
Fayette was the object of general» fufj 
diftruft. He bad been alternately the frie 
the opponent of every faction, and - 
men furveyed him with jealoufy, and: aflig 
his ambition a fcope which was, rather | 
their fears than by his own talents or views’ 
length the audacious proceedings of the ‘tilt 
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i virulent — the perfon.and prerogativ ves 
King, roufed the general to decifive. gion, 
his attack.on the Jacobins. From the 
camp at Maubeuge, where he was now entrenched, 
Finpaes his. famous letter to the national aflembly ;. 
a: wh though i t contains many laudable fentiments, 
"hi is a monument of vanity, prelumption, and want 
r: of judgment. It begins’ with a violent attack on 
Dumouriez, who at that moment had, turned out 
i three of his Jacobin colleagues, but whofe caufe was 
rather advanced than injured by la Fayette’s ani- 
madverfions. The Jacobin club is attacked with 
a warmth proportioned to the magnitude. of their 
crimes, and the turpitude of their political conduct. 
‘The clubs reprefented as * a diftinct corporation 
“ in the midit of the French people, whofe power 
“ it ufurps by fubjugating their snl ip and 
** mandataries. It is there,’’ he continugs, ‘‘ that, in 
‘ public fittings, love. of the laws is. nominated 
“ ariftocracy ;. and their infraction, patriotifm ;— 

‘ there the affaflins of Defilles receive triumphs ;— 
& crimes of Jourc nd. panegyrills :—there 
» the recital of the tion that ftained:the 
pb Metz. excited infernal acclamations of 
¢ me —Though, thefe animadverfions are un- 

aj it, they could hardly be attended with 
WcHect, proceeding from la Fayette, one 

inal; founders, oi. the Jacobins, and a 
Be acred duties of infurrection. Had 
e: iipaidionately coniidered, it would 
ont ped as the intemperate effufion of 
i am i ; the rancorous invective of.a 
y that others had out{tripped 
, WP asraity. When he mentions 

Gil i inthe terms of felf-applaufe with 
: cae adverted to his revolutionary 
letter is read with a reference 
fr , at will prove that his indignation 
i ‘Ta her despatrer the perfons than the prin- 
pistey . ciples 
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ciples of the: Jacobite rulers’; iste by: the: ste 
tious reanferin which he mentions the fovereig 
of the people, and his own exertions ih theiny 
it is plain that he was again ready to havea 
the lead of a-faétious populace, and thathis 
fource of complaint was «their attachment to 
other leaders: .He fays, “As for me, doreteee a m4 
“ who efpouféd the American cawle at t a 
“ moment when its ‘ambafladors declared preter 4 
“ that it.was loft ; who thenceforwWard devoted. my-~ Jam 
“ felf to a perfevering defence of liberty, andwhe © 7 
* fovereignty of the people; who, on the vithof a 
“ July 1789, on prefenting to my ‘country w dee © © 
*« claration of rights, dared to tell her—for a nation 
“ t0 be free, it is fufficient that foe wills itimml come 
* now, full of ‘contidence in the jutlice of our 
** caufe, of contempt for the. cowatds: who defert 
* it, and ‘off indignation againft -the traitors who’ 
** would Tully it ; ‘| come to decharéthatethe French 
“ nation, if the is nopthe moft vile"in the univerfe, 
“ may, and ought tovrefift the confpiracy of king 
“ formed again{t hers’? ‘i 
Witha copy of "tie toe la Payette: tranfaa 
an epiltle to Louis X Viv equally replete» . it 
and encouraging the king,*in termeeragherat 
cilious than reipecttul, to perfevere. in ma 
his authority: 
When la Fayette’s letpes was read ji 
bly, it was greatly applauded “by ith 
by the tribunes ’; it did not fowatey « cr 
cenfures from thofe whofe power -and ini : 
attacked, whofe views and intrigue un 
Vergniaud obferved, that the remon Zs 
neral at the head of an army looked like am 
to overawe the legiflature ; and in fae 
vation might fairly be deduced from ome ‘exp 
fions in the letter. Guadet faid, “thas Crom . 
P Bertrand’s Memoirs, vol. ii. fe 3300 ay Re 
HH 4 would 
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2 ~ La FAYETTE... 
"would have ufed the fame ftyle in writing to the 


pet parliament of Great Britain, when the libemics of 
Be Haglaad had been deftroyed *. ¢ 
i thefe arguments were attended with little effee 
bin in the national affembly, the animadverfions made 
in the Jacobin club produced the moft violent en- 
E thufiafm. All the popular orators of that execrable 
i fociety, particularly Robefpierre, Danton, Camille 
a Defmoulins, and Collot d’Herbois, uttered violent 
# philippics againft the general, and extended their 
rancour to Dumouriez, to the minifters, and to the 


King". 

Mets of The effe& of this imprudent letter was to weaken 
zs the royal caufe, and to afford a pretence for impu- 
"tations themoft unjuft and inconfiftent with the real 
chara¢ter of the king. By involving Dumouriez, 
the Briffotine faétion, and the. whole Jacobin club 
in one common acculation, it fru{trated*thofe effects 
which might have been derived from the diffenfions 
already prevailing between the Briffotines and the 
incorruptibles, a laid the foundation’ of, that fullen 
coalition which took place between the parties, and 
led them to a& in concert for the deftruétion 
ality... The firft refult-of la Fayette’s proceed- 
the. dreadful infurrection in which the Ja- 
\s tried their ftrength againtt all the conftituted 
$,, and fucceeded: in making the king’s pa- 

f tumult and horror ’. 
gence of this infult infpired la Fayette’s 
the utmoft indignation; it is even faid 
propofed figning an agreement of affo- 
alt the further encroachments of the 
royal power, but were prevented by 
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the general, He refolved however to go to Paris ; 
but, with his tifual vanity and want of » in 
ftead of preparing a party to welcome his*ar 
and give importance to his exertions, or feleéting a 
body of foldiers to accompany and fecond his efforts, 
he left the army and arrived in Paris utattended 
and unexpeéted. ‘There was; on the firft view, as 
fome appearaiice of .courage, fome exhibition ofa = 
decided charaéter in this conduéty ‘which led the oy 
king to hope that la Fayette’s arrival would benefit A 
his affairs *. “*Thé general’s return occafioned a ay 
tranfient flath of popularity, a moméntary gleam of BY: 
former affection in the people. He was waited on : 
at his hotel by feveral battalions of the national 
guards, who entered warmly ,into his views, *and 
even propofed to crufh the Jacobin club*. A tree 
of liberty, ornamerited with garlands and cock- 
ades, was planted before his door; and the poi/- 
Jardes. greeted him with their ‘euft accla 
mations 7.) ae" yee oi ‘sc 
The general repaired 'to the national affembly, atchjum 
where he delivered’ a*fhdrt® but energetic fpedeh, Vi 
avowinghis letter of the’®6th, ‘prefling the: topic 
contained in it, and requiring*that the inftigatot 
the tumult on the 2oth of June thould’ be 
to condign punifhment. At the’ clofe’ Of his “ha- 
ran ue he was invited to the honours of of the fitting, 
The Jacobins were fo entirely” perfuadec fing: 
came attended by a powerful party,’ or 
a confiderable divifion of his army’ v 
march to enforce bis views, that their 
have afforded him an eafy triumph, but 
eae: 


* See Debates, 2gth June. e 
* Bertrand’s Memoirs, vol. ii. p, 331. * Moore's: 
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colle@ion and seme of Gaudet, That deputy, 
feeing the imminent ruin of his faction, and con. 
feious that their exiftencé depended on’a vigorous 
exertion, rofe, and’with his accuitomed eloquence 
commenced a feveré philippic againit the general for 
. quitting his poft without leave, and for attempting 
a to terrify the legiflature by prefentingyremonttrances 
from his army. Gaudet afferted that he well de- 
ferved’ to have avdecree of aceufation pronounced 
againtt him; but contented him/felf ‘with:moving, 
that it fhould besinquired of tht minilter of war, 
whether he hadggiven la Fayette permiilion to quit 
et the army under his command. In this crifis la 
|. Fayette ifplayed the littlenefs of his mind, and his 
incapacity to meet a fudden exigency with propor- 
tionate refourees:’ inftcad of interrupting the firft 
ei and. zequefling thatuhe afflembly thould in- 
ntly take® ireeoatifideration the *meflage of the 
amy, he tap hamarieruiet, unrefifting wand. unreply- 
ing auditor ‘ofthe calumnies and invedtives uttered 
5 aintt himy Gaudet’s. motion’was negatived by a 
mi ity of five hs the tribunes: were»fo com- 
| “ely gained b the fpirit of his at and fo 
animous.conduét and con- 
rance ofilaiBayette, that every fpeech 
By. we. crowned-with the, loudeft 
al retired from the hall of 
and derided *. 
is Now. thoroughly fenfible of his 
vand fought to repair it when too 
i egdea avoured om regaig by intrigue the 
d which he had loft through want of 
bout Paris in queft of advice to 
to retract the rafh ftep he had taken, or 
ee int the capital’ and"in the army*. 
his ruin, . His enemies, who fo 
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ve Poe, von Pe 13he . 


ty ‘ti, ee 3 lately 


Rv Me wie 
nV Tedeaar ss 4 











lately expedted to sant scsehie detent ; 
Gnding their immunity fecured, began a. viglent and 
clamorqus attack on the general. . They: exerted 
their wonted activity, and thcir ufual means to.make 
him odious with the populace ;ghe was ftigmatifed 
as a fecond Cromwell, and the mob burned him in a 
efigy’. The-tribure of the Jacobian club thundered a. 
with declamawaht..« agaialt, him; and Dumouriezs a 
who was known to be,on ill termpwith la Fayette, 
was invited. to join in a plot for aflailinating ’ his, 
rival, which was pointed out as moft effectual) 
mode of re-eltablifhing his c ith the Saale 
club, whofe favour he was then Merous to re; 
Dumouriez however declined the propofal *. 





& Impartial Hi Rory, vol, ii. 1 oa " 
© Among the moft remark ‘P bo ced ta i 
Collet a’ tlerborss of whidlithe folla 248 

very well that Geelar and Cromwell,’ 
{lave their mice es, and I certainly fen r 
at finding’ ta te put in compartion Wi pie n 

mutt be gratified by the parallel, but, af an offfOrin the natiénal 
affembly has already pha iftifons can never be fuc-- 
cefsfully fupporterts fimple and onaffuming, 
acquire celetriny 5 asa vide “neta ens alefs combined | 
magnitude ot gewiaswh co saite; Height as to aurabt 
miration snd «create altonifimest, the chagaéte 
Cromwell and Cxtir, and inftory 
Ja Fayette will have buta in omane 
** news-writers, Little eourtiers’ try 

*€ milar to the Noulies femity, gay; me 

*« war, in preferencé tomuny cue Be 


“ better than-himiell 5 7% ay ba 
“ a kind of charm to Adee 
“of it. You are wilt at, ian tha 


“* with the daw, relin muh uy and afte 

* he aéts pracently : Ei gives up Sh 
Lg “thing so " See Je Belenfeur de fa 
Spivcies pe 

4 This Pe is told by Dum 

but though the bafis ip ttriétly co! ; 
of the Jacobian’ cl » Dumouricz in his/narrati 
trays Jo muchconf 5 andemisttares. £0 ¢ an) 
doubt arifes whether, the. ropolal was ever mails, 
count of it-is¢abrizared Leahy. Dumouries to palliate 
own conduét, and todivert the reader's attention from | 
into tis turpitude and teachery. Dumouriez ft it this pro. 
pofal was made to him on the 17th or «8th of icieer Latch time la 
Fayette was at Maubenge, and that la Payette bad departed from Paris 
three days before the irruption into, the palace on the 2oth of June, 
when in ia& he did not go to Paris till eight days after that event. 
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mst ~—‘Difappointed, infulted, and trembling for his own 

* fafety, the hero of the two worlds fied from Paris 
to’ tefume the command of his army; having, by 
this difplay of his temerity and-weaknefs, added to 
the refources ‘as well 2s to the infolence of his op- 
ponents. ‘They eagerly availed themfelves of the 
advantage thus acquired, and'the engines of Jacobin 

detraétion were affiduoufly employed againft him. 

"Bxertions Every kind of ramcorous and fcurrilous invective 

ofthe = was’ vented againft him at the Jacobin club and in 


" ‘the Jacobin tthe numerous petitions from the 





































inhabitants of, etropolis, and from feveral of 
the departments, from the /édérés, and even from indi- 
viduals, were prefented to the aflembly, requiring 
his punifhment‘; and at length Briflot, Gaudet, 
and the leaders’of the Gironde, brought forward 
their abfurd denunciation refpecting the propofal 
made by him’ to’ Luckner, a denunciation which 
afforded aha of of the mendaeity of thofe 
demagogues, which did not diminifh their po- 
boo or reftore the affeétion of the ‘people to 
‘bwBRay te Lae “Aah as Qs ca 
"Fo in influence, and atquire the’ unli- 
con mj nce Of his army, now became the ge- 
endeavour; and his fuperiority 
‘manners to Luckner facilitated 
jeobin writers have with equal 
rance afferted, that la Fayette 
ahd permittéd the Auftrians 
‘French territories, thinking with 
crufh the Jacobins, and obtain 
mas the Englith*. This is ob- 
y; and his condué is better de- 
rquis de Bouillé, who fays; “ La 
io commanded on the Sambre, the 
¢ Mofelle, met with no check, if is 
ined no fuccefs; the confequence 











¥ See Debates. |” ® Se Brissor- 
pe o® Louvet's Nariative, p. 9, 10. 
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* of his great circumfpection both as a general and __ 


“a politician'.”’ La Fayette at this, time .was 
confidered the only effectual protector of the royal 
family ; and was willing to have ufed any, exertion 
which his limited genius and thesfrigid circumfpec- 
tion of his chara¢ter allowed, to have refcued his 
fovereign from» the fate too: obyvioufly impendin 
over him. There is little roomto doubt that ad 
fuch plan was in agitation, andhat la Fayette pro~ | 
pofed with the ailiftance ‘of his army ta give it « & 
effect; but what was the natureof the plan, or to © 
whom it was confided, remaing @t.prefent an inf 
table myftery. 1 fhall give the account of external 
appearances inthe words of Dumouriez, a com 
tent though prejudiced judge, who was then. with 
the army. anion aa bethe aim of la 
ction. attached _ 





** Fayette and th ed | 
“ deemed) it proper: to chang vb 
“ that of, the army of the ng 
“ hing nearer to Paris, and, te 
> ee centre. Th : [ 

“ Pompey, confidere® themfelves 
“of their relpective armies 5 each 
Fy we ved . his .O} see 


© quainted, with troops -alfo-accuftomed to the 
“ country, that the minifter at war and the two 


Pgreris concerted a moft extraordinary and 
us movement; thiswas no lefs than to 





* “ tranfport Luckner’s army to Metz, and that of 
“9 « la Fayette to Cileiiciexmios. In confequence of 


* this, both the frontiers were ftri during fe- 
r “ veral days of their protection,. two armies 
“'were fatiguedybya march of eighty leagues in 
“ the month * july, and this was allo fo far re- 


aa “ markable, as ityproduced a re-union during two 
Bi * days of all s and beth the generals, at 
7 an internal pofition, towards Capelle, within 


“ forty leagues of Paris. If it were.the plan of 
« ps to march to Paris, it isfat leaft certain 
“ that Lucknershad not been apprized of, and did 
* not confen ‘ But Pie: was 0 manner 

i ¥-as on the 






























jality to’the accufers of -la Fayette. When his 

enders Were retiring from the hall, they were 
furrounded by parties of the rabble, ‘who infulted, 
hooted, hifled, and even pelted them with’ dirt and 
fubbifh; M. Vaublanc narrowly efcaped aflaffina- 
tion ". 

This acquittal of the principal fupporter “of Confe- 
royalty communicated to the Jaeobins a dread left pancs* % 
the caufe itfelf fhould finally triumph. They found quiteal.- 
their influence in the affembly’ infufficient, and 
therefore determined to place their chief reliance on 
the mob. The queftion of King’s déhianée 
was therefore poftponed, and the revoit of the tenth 
of Auguft organifed. - ae 

By a fingulat accident, la Fayette was apprifed of Informed 
the events of that fatal day, beforesany account of of te 
it reached the army. He had dént: ii. prifoas am 
an officer,of diftinétion in the am 
patches tothe war minilter. -morni ig 
the cleventhy when M. d’Arblaig fad @frived within 
a polt of Paris, he was.:met: by,a -grenadier of the 

guard, who informedyhimeof the events of 
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Bs i after the aflembly had. deftroyed the’ conftitution 
> she affeéted to bind his Mey oaths to maintain 
fe” it. Inftead of impelling them to fome active refo- 
Ne lutions againtt the traitors in the capital, he con- 
4 tented himfelf with a neutral adherence to a conftitus 
Be tion which contempt no lefs than violence had already 
Re devoted to deftruétion. Dumouriez, who anxioufly 


watched the motions of la Fayette, immediately re- 
jected this oath, and denounced his rival for pro- 
i: pofing it ; he befieged the committee of twenty-one 
ig with complaints and petitions, and finally fucceeded 
it in obtaining the and of la Fayette’s army °. 
-Popu In the confufion, and amidft the horrors of the 
pemsss- tenth of Augult, and the fucceeding days, la Fayette 
ey had not been overlooked or forgotten. All bufts 
# and pictures of him were afiduoully fought out and 
deftroyed". A celebrated artift, named Duvivier, 
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ainft him. New commiffioners, were. oh 
with powers more extenfive, and with orders. to 
avoid comigg within the: reach of his influence, 
The ftreets a Paris echoed with clamours and. re- 
proaches againit him, a price was fet on his head, 
and all citizens charged to afliftin apprehending, and 
authorifed to deftroy him ', 

The arreftation of the commiflioners was the laft 
act of authority performed by la Fayette; and in 
this, as in every other inftance, he betrayed his in. 
confideratenefs and want of judgment: He had not 
fecured the adherence of his army, nor taken any 
flep to obtain the aid or infure t rhearance of the 
enemy in cafe of refiftance from his own troops, OF 
of of opp from any other body of forces to the 

e might have conceived. He foopiexperienced 
a little reliance could be placed on ‘his foldiers ; 
for, although a great part of them profefled an ad- 
herence to his views, feveral battalion 
and dpglaren ten, the ea fembly'. 
were very frequent, and the ¢ 
to Paris were fo honou 







incapable of aétion, and confcions that | 
bel were flipping from his feeble grafp. 
army began to telly diffatisfacti tol 
the depae the patriotic pa of ‘Sedan ¢ ci 
fome riots round | ie place of their detention. 
rumour prevailed that Dumouriez was ( 
ciennes, concerting hoftile snealaaes Poked Sigtae 
commiffioners. ‘The difcontent of the ‘troops daily 
« Fennct's Retieg, [slr Suma i, p. 123. 
_ Vou, I. II increafed; 









 xoth Aug, 
* Flight, 


ne 


ta FAYETTE, 

incteafed ; and they even proceeded fo far as to 
deride the elicres of Alexander Lameth to induce 
them to take the oath which la Fayette had diretted. 
Convinced, at length, of the impoffibility of effect. 
ing any undettaking either honourable or advan. 
tageous‘to himfelf, la Fayette terminated his in- 
glorious careet by a clandeftine flight, leaving the 
municipality of Sedan, and all thofe who had been 
mifled by his reprefentations, to fuftain the ven- 
geance of the triumphant party, without premoni- 
tion of his defi or the poflibility of excufing 
their own conduct. He was attended in his flight 
by twenty-three officers and ‘their fervants. T 
took their route through the woods of Bouillon, 
and, favoured by the darknefs, efcaped unperceived. 
A little beyond Rochefort they were defcried by a 
picquet-guard of Limbourg volunteers. A detach- 
ment of horfe’ was immediately ordered to fecure 
them. ‘They furrendered without refiftance, and 
were made prifoners by the king of Pruffia*. 

The Jacobins confidered the flight of la Fayette a 
moft propitious event, as it relieved them from all 
the tetrors his prefence occafioned, and confirmed 
their afcen over the whole army. The affem- 
bly confifcated his’eftate’. It was pretended, how- 
ever, that he had fecured thirty-feven thoufand 

ui re which were taken from him at the time 
wf his capture; but there appears no authority or 

undation for this report *. 


Vie. ws 9 
® Peltier'sJate Pifture, vol. ii. p. 173, et feq. Hiftories. I clofe 
the memoirs of la Fayette at this period, becavfe a difcuflion of the 
particulars of his captivity and releafe is not confiftent with the prin- 
‘obje&t of this work. ' Thofe who may be inclined to purfue the 
jet are referred to the difeuflion of his proteft by Peltier (Late 
ure, vol. ii. p. 488); to the admirable fpeeches of Burke and 
Windham in the Parliamentary Debates ; and toa » intitled 
** An Effay on the Caufes and Viciflitudes of the French Revolution, 
** including a vindication of general Ja Fayette’s character,” Printed 
for Debrett, 1797. 
¥ Debates. Peltier's Jace Pigture, vol. ii. p. 199. 
* Mercure Frangois, No. du eo O&obre 1792. 


During 


During the tyranny of -Robefpierre, all the re- Fate of his” 
Lativesiol” la — who remained in France were 
imprifoned, and moft of them executed. His wife i: 
was by fome accident not included in any of the aa 
lifts of profcription; fhe. furvivéd the tyrant, ob- a 
tained her liberty, and rejoined her hufband *. i 

The municipality of Sedan, whom la Fayette had and of the” 
abandoned without affording them the means of ne- pality of n 

| for their own fafety or ve ane, Roars fault, Sedan, 
iberst the commiffioners with the moft humble pro- a 
teftations and fubmiffive apologies. Kerfaint, one of i. 
the commiffioners, interceded for them, and ob- 
tained from the affembly a promife of pardon; but 
in the time of Robefpierre they were imprifoned 


and guillotined ¢n maf’, 


* Mifs Williams's Letters in 2794, vol. ii. p. 94. 
» Debates. Mils Williams's Letters in 1794, vol. iii p. 754 
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lopeT, who late in’ life made himfelf famous by 
his apoftafy, was born of plebeian parents at 
Porentrui, in the dominions of the prince bifhop of 
Bafil. That prelate had fhewn great kindnefs to 
Gobet and all his. family; and moft probably by 
his affiftance Gobet was advanced to the bifhopric 
of Lydda. He was alfo the bifhop’s fuffragan for 
thofe parts of his diocefe which lay within the French 
territories ‘. 
Gobet was returned a member of the conftituent 
aflembly for a canton of Alface, was one of the /eft 


. fide, and a conftant attendant at the Jacobin club. 


He difplayed his i itude by a perfidious attempt 
to deaive his benehaétor of his dodaicels; and re- 
duce him to a penfion of twelve thoufand livres 
(5254) a-year. This was to have been performed 
means of an infurrection, which he had inftigated 
relations to promote to the utmoft of their power, 

mut the project failed ‘. 
intereft with the Jacobins, and his difregard 


of every fcruple which oppofed his progrefs to pre- 


ferment, occafioned .his nomination to be conftitu- 
tional, or intruding bifhop of Paris. Immediately 
on his appointment, he went to his patrons, the 
Jacobins, to profefs his devotion to their commands, 


© Lettres d'un Frangois for Jes Moyens qui ont opéré la: Revolu- 
tion, &c. p. 51. Gobet's Speech to the Convention, 7th Nov. 1793+ 
Barruel’s Hillory of the Clergy, Part L. p, 81. 
* Lettre d'un Francois, &c. p. $1. 
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and cordial participation in all their yiews.. Some *sth Apr 
ee Fee be etic the fatne tents ents ‘to * 
the affembly, and received, as ufual, the compliment 
of the deft fide. A wag on the right fide eye 
that his fpeech, together with the anfwer of th 
prefident, Rewbell, fhould be printed and fent ‘ 
the departments‘. Gobet was little diltinguifhed . 
in the aflembly ; his eloquence made no impreffior 
and few of his efforts are sear es : the ea t re 
markable was.a canting fpeech which he made 9 
the public felicity, pe heal be the pre 
mulgation of the conftitution, He praifed the aflem 
‘bly for having conttantly difplayed the firmelt con- 
ae in,God, and invited the faithful amon 
them toa religious ceremony to be performed the 
next Sunday, whien the mafs was to be followed by 
a fermon analogous to the occafion, and the while 
terminated by a grand Te Deum‘. Twenty-four 
members were appointed to attend at the cathedral. 

During the fittings of the legiflative affembly he +34 Jame ~ 
was not noticed ; he was appointed by the conven- 1795: 9 
























eftablithed there*. On his return to Ps 
formed a connexion with the Cordeliers, and, by 
the perfuafion of Clootz, Hebert, and Chaume' 
-aided by a bribe of eighty-five thoufan 
(3718/. 155.) from the committee of public fafet 
was induced to make a-formal and public renunciz 
tion of his religion. This execrable apoftafy, w os 
youth and ambition could not hay xculed, was | 
referved for him at the age of fixty-feven; a perio 5 
when habit, if not reafon, might haye been fup- 
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a GOBET. 
Midis 2 Annoneisrt ; i =n 
; pots to confer ftability; and when hope and fear, 
: far as they relate to temporal advantage, might 
be confidered as mortified or fufpended. He went 
‘to the bar of the convention, and made a ridiculous 
fpeech, in which he averred that there ought to be 
no other worfhip but that of liberty and equality, 
and renounced his funétions as minifter of the 
catholic church. This profane and  indecorous 
ceremony (for he came attended by his rector and 
the municipality of Paris) was permitted, and ap- 
plauded by the national convention. Gobet re- 
er ceived the fraternal embrace from the prefident * ; 
t the wife of Anacharfis Clootz propofed that a ftatue 
I. fhould be decreed to the firft prieft who had abjured 
chriftianity, and that the prefent zra fhould be de- 
nominated the reign of Nature’. The applaufe 
beftowed on this profanation produced many fimilar 
fcenes ; the clergy from all quarters of the republic 
made fimilar protéftations, and a general plunder of 
the effects of the church was fan¢tioned *. 
But though intereft or ambition had {wayed Go- 
bet to ad in this difgraceful manner, confcience re- 
coached and deprived him of all internal confo- 
in. Under the influence of remorfe and terror, 
applied to the abbé Barruel for advice and 
fiiftance, that he might be enabled to return to the 
fom o the church. Every thing was arranged ; 
he pope had liftened with kindnefs to his pro- 
‘feflions of penitence and promifes of future fidelity. 
Gobet had written his retra€tation of errors in fix let- 
ters, addreffed to different individuals and bodies cor- 
porate. He was anxious to quit France that he might 
efcape the fury of the Jacobins; but his defign a” 
came known to Robefpierre. Five months after his 
ae abjuration of religion, Gobet was arrefled, tried on 
gth April, a charge of counter-revolutionary crimes, and exe- 



















k Debates. 1 Tableau des Prifons fous Robefpierre. 
™ Copfpiracy of Robefpierre, p, 318, "4 
cuted, 





convinced of the zee yet he had r ae 
nounced all his fhare in its co olarory promis. 68 4 
the eve of ee wpe ay 


but cut off ere he could bard ge is —_—. ; 5 
His caren af was mar wi the h » chal d 
agitat and betrayed the “4 
semorle, and defpair ee 


* Memoires pour fervir 2 I*Hiftoire du Jacobinifme, par. =e 
vol. ii. p. 453-9. Confpirsey of Robelpjerre, p. 129. Pate Wa oa 


Jiams’s in 1794; vol. a Pe 96) 
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Hisorigi. ‘PY rveRT was “orie Of thofe wretches whom the 
ae ftca- Sesion sated from Wie and indigence, 
and placed on an eminence to which neither virtue 
or talents enabled them to afpire. He was a barber 
_ in a fmall village°®, came to Paris in quality of 
candle-fnuffer to a theatre, and was afterwards 
promoted to the receipt of entrance-money at one 
of the doors’; but being difcharged for difho- 
nefty, he had recourfe to a lefs unprincipled mode 
of robbery, that of picking pockets’, 
The revolution however foon opened a road to 
celebrity and fortune, from which he even was not 
ded. were his firft occupations I ,have 
to difeover, .but he foon became 
‘a difciple of Marat, and as a promoter of 
lures which were afterwards called #tra- 
2 The firft exploit in which he made 
Mnfpicuous figure was as judge of the mock 
junal at the prifon of /a Force, where he diretted, 
fongit many other murders, that of the princefle 
de I amballe '. . 
. He became editor of a journal called Le Pere Du- 
chefne, which totally eclipfed the efforts of Prud’- 
homme in falfity and rancour, and almoft rivalled 
the friend of the people himfelf in blafphemy, virus 


bd iracy of Robefpierre, p. 1 

P Mita Wilkens Letters Sime vol. iii, p. 68. ne 

4 Tableau des Prifons fous Robelpierre. 

* Peltier’s late Pifture, vol. ii. p. 375- Conjuration de d’Orleans, 
vol. iii, P+ 207. 
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lence,, and obfcenity*. The fervid of a 
Jacobins being too temperate for ai yi 
ee et as 
who were compofed of the moft am 

bers of the former club. His fervices were 
acknowledged and rewarded by his part a 
employed by them to hunt down whomioever Fa 
diftked, particularly the Briffotine faction; and ‘to 
give more effect to his calumnies, his journal was 
circulated with’ the greateft profufion, it was left at 
the poft-houfes and inns, and even thruft into the 
doors of the cottages that the poor might not efcape 
its influence‘, He was permitted to draw large 
fums from the public trealury, private contifcations 
and ‘bribes were added ‘to gratify his rapacity, and 
by the influence of *his»party he was created deputy a 
procureur-general of the commune’. Soon after asth 08. a 
the meeting of the convention, the infolence of the F 
commane excited the ind of the Gironde : 
‘Kerfaint attacked them wit at acrimony ; and 
Hebert, who attended as wich i i re weeny 
pe and Sui. ee edi 


een that he wesainetd at lec rl 
required*the heads of all the generals, all the 
members of the executive council’. He was after- 22d May, 
wards arrefted by the committee ‘of twelve; but his ‘ts 
faction made his releafe a public caufe, and the i goth May, 
petuous mob obtained it by force from the ternied | 33 
convention *, hee i 










* For a charaéter of his journal, fee Loumet'é; Narrative, p. 244 
Appel 4 l'Impartiale Pofterité, vol. ii. p. 3¢. Playfair’s ier 
be Fe 584. 

Confpiracy of Robefpierre, P. 99. 

u See Confpiracy of Robefpierre, p. 118. oo Salen — : 
afferted that he was member of the convention, ‘but this is a miftakes 
See New Annual Regilter for 1793, p. 177, Piaytair's Hiltory of 


ot: $61. 
& fes Commettans, vol. i. p.275- 

7 Debate, Page vol iis porge, 

' Louvet’s Narrative, p. 51. Confpiracy pierre, p. 
Garat fays, and juftly, des b oes's geeee tel 00-9 eke coal 
while Marat remained in the convention. Memoirsy p. 144. A 
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HEBERT. 


- As deputy procurcur, he was employed jn the 
ji ai of Z unfortunate ar om re- 
ducing the allegations againft her, he had the un- 
blufhing brutality to make that charge, at which 
human nature revolts, at which every mother and 
severy fon feels the blood chill with horror; that 
charge, which neither Jacobin or Cordelier befides 
himfelf would avow, and which excited the indig- 
nation even of Robefpierre*. While the Briffo- 
tines retained any power or credit with the public, 
Hebert, at the head of the Cordeliers, was encou- 
raged to attack them, and he vainly fuppofed that 
his activity in the ftarm was the chief caufe of it, 
and that he was qualified to direét as well as profit 
by it. This error was confirmed by the increafing 
influence of his party, fome of. whom, jealous of 
Robefpierre, were defirous of siting fa€tion which 
fhould keep him in check ; but their condua in- 
fured their downfaljon the firft change of popular 
‘opinion, They afpired to the reputation of _fingu- 
larity ;, they..banifhed from converfation the cuf- 


the 
om compliment of fir and madam ; from ad- 


the ny of a bow; from external ap- 
pearance, etath snd decency ; from manners, 
urbanity; from the conjugal tie, permanence ; 
from the living, ‘religion; and from the dying, 


jhope: they obliterated ce veltige of old cuftoms, 
e 


by anew calendar; they eltablifhed the law of di- 
vorees, took away all fanétimony from the forms of 

iage, baptifm, and burial, and proclaimed the 
doétrine that death is an eternal fleep. The imme- 
diate effeét of thefe innovations on the appearanee, 


® See her trial and his evidence, Jordan's Political State of Eu- 
rope, vol. v. p.162, Procts des Bourbons, vol. iii. 

> See Mifs Williams's Letters in 1794, vol. i. pe 154) 255+ Vole ii. 
a tea 23 

ich he offered as evidence, to have produced t! 
ve, Gm of intoxication, and to have extorted from him 4! Ao se 
as would have we ta artfal equivocations to fubftantiate the crime 
Ahis‘more than diabolical malice had fyggefted. Playfair's Hiftory of 
Jacobinifm, P- 584, 
i con 
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HEBERT. 
converfation, and morals of the people, was 
tame’ The drefs of the deputies of the nation 


quays ; a greafy red with a dirty tri-coloured 
cockishe, dirty fnent: pap dirty jacket, e 
and piftols in abundance at the girdle, and a 

pair of pantaloons of coarfe blue cloth: their con- 
verfation was made up of oaths, execrations, ob- 
{cenities, bo blafphemies, and their — were 
worthy of their appearance and dialect ‘. e con- 
ieunarion of their atrocities was the formal aboli- 
tion of the Chriftian religion, and the revival of pa- 
‘ganifm, by the worfhip of liberty, equality, and 
‘reafon. A feaft in honour of the latter attribute 
. “Was given at Paris ; the goddefs was reprefented b 

_ madame Momoro‘, who honoured evéry individ 
of the convention with an embrace. This profane 
ceremony was the invention of Hebert’. ie Gi- 
devant cathedral of Paris was decorated for the oc- 
-cafion with a temple of philofophy erected om a 
mount, adorned with the bufts of philofophers, and 


illuminated with a flambeau, denominated the torch 
truth. Befidés the ednventiogs‘allthe ‘et : 
authorities affifted at this ridiculous ceremony, an 
paid their vows and adorations. ec 


¢ New Annual Regifter for 1794, p. 351,352. Roland's Appeal, 
voli. p.325. ‘ihe 

¢ Mapame Momoro was married to the prefident of one of the 
fe&tions of Paris. She was a great coarfe woman, awkward in her 
carriage, with a boilterons voice. and bad teth. After her 
oe in this buriefque ceremony, the was implicated in the con’ 

the Cordeliers, of which club her hafband was a oe 
member, arrefted and fent to the prifon called Port Libre, She the 
railleries of her fellow prifoners with a good grace, and entertained, 
fome time, hopes that an infurrection uf the people would procure the 
liberation of ber hufband and herfelf ; but thefe-hopes were fruftrated, 
Soon after = execution of her hufband the was oo =" the 
Conciergerie, from the Conciergerie to the revolutionary tribunal, and from 
the tribunal to the ‘guillotine, where the was executed the rgth of 


¢ Playla's Hiftory of Jacobinifin, p. 585. 
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HEBERT, 
alpiring, after, psa of. f Marat, to hold 


the place in the public opini 

d occupied, began like hin to peer cage 
he day; but he experienced a fatal difference. 
The court and Feuillans, whom Marat had af. 
failed, were by birth, education, and habits ren- 
dered incapable of maintaining an equal conteft 
with him; but when ,his imitator began, from re- 
fentment at not being appointed minifter, to fet 
Le Pere Duchefne on the enriched patriots *, their 
fafceptibility touch ,attacks .produced his downfal. 
He commenced _hoftilities by a virulent invective 
againft Lacroix, ,by fome indirect ftrokes at Dan- 
ton", and by denouncing Barrere at the Jacobin 
club‘. Robefpierre, who had refolved the deftruc- 
tion of the Cordeliers, as well as of Danton’ and 
Several other of his colleagues, obferved with fatif- 
faétion, that their divifion would render them the 
inftruments of mutual deftruétion. He determined 
to. fant of Hebemiand his affociates firft, as. the 

oft ¢ grey and dangerous. To pre- 
he. mind for their deftruétion, Camille 

ins, ina vein of wit which characterifed 
_ writings, expofed thofe deities of the day to 
fcorn, and afterwards to hatred, by. implicating them 
in counter-revolutionar charges, and ftating that 
be Pere Duchefne conttituted the delight of Co- 
blentz, and the only hope of Pitt *. 
os alarmed for his fafety, took advantage 
of obefpierre’s illnefs, and endeavoured by means 
“of the Cordeliers to excite the people againft the 
ecard but in vain. ‘The fection of Marat alone 
i ‘itfelf in a ftate of infurreCtion, but the reft 
of the ‘city did not follow the example. ere 














& Roland's A ft, volt 17 » Ibid. 
oe Willie Letters ae en val iii? p. 65. 


Idem, vol. ii, p. 15. Coatpteacy nf Robelpierreny. 125. 
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pect eg ie a veil she So 
an a °. 
Fe ns Be te fe me 
fures tat ruin: he was 
wkh J onfin; Vincent, and igs affo- 
ciates, and 5 conducel to the poral he = 
and foot. The joy of the prifoners was extreme; 
they confideted diknterved ure from another fe- 
cond of September, a fear which had haunted them 
during their confinement, while thefe fanguinary 
ruffians governed the public mind. In prifon, He- Bi 
Bert bewailed his fate in the accents of effeminate a 
defpondency™. Previous to his trial, he endea- i 
voured to avert the impending ftorm, by declaring, 
in his journal, that he was not prefent at the Cor- 
deliers when the refolution paffed to throw a crape 
over the rights of man; and that he meant not to 
\ glance at Robefpierre when he attacked the en- 
Fiched deputies". His affertions were calculated 
to ruin others, but not to fave himfelf. 
Ronfin, his fellow-prifoner, faw the publication, 
obferved that it was all idle prate; and that his 
chance of defence was to have Pes , 
es from’ the papefs of bi 
tought before the revolutionary tribunal, together 
with feventeen others, charged with a confj racy, 
Of the éxiftence of which there was not a thadlow of 
proof; but that did not prevent eg jury from fin 
all the parties guilty, excépt one Labowtreau, 
ig al ebert, petrified with terror, not res ay a 
in his defence. On returning to the : 
gave way to fear and defpair; he repeat 
and was at times delirious; he cxreled wih 1 
die, yet had not that gloomy courage, the 


} ae Anat Rapier for s700y p95 Mifs Williams's Lete 
pes, ii. p. 
™ Mils Wises Lopes io 435.92 ii, p. 18. 
® New Annual Pacts aah 35%. 
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bordering on infanity, which leads to 







¢ commiffion of fuicide. He went to thers 
ne with the genuine and heartfelt joy of the in 


ob of Paris*, who h to gain by his death 
a refpi patie bersere Ger iol ifguft- 
ing | he was known to have excited a 
g ed, After his death, the Parifians ventured 
a to wath their faces and wear clean linen ; and the 
q _ club of Cordeliers, after a vain attempt to conciliate 
the Jacobins, funk into infignificance ‘. 
Hebert was married; his wife was unknown du. 
ring his life, and aftetwards only remarkable by the 
_ rapidity with which her fate followed his; by her 
being, like him, condemned for an imaginary con. 
fpiracy; and by her intimacy, during her confine. 
‘ment at the Conciergerie, with madame Defmoulins, 
widow of the man who caufed the fall of her huf- 
ae band, which was fo fpeedily fucceeded by his own. 
ss. Madame Defmoulins and fhe, feated on one ftone in: 
'S that-dreary prifon, frequently deplored their mutual 
lof, offered their affeétions, civilities, and confola- 
soth Apr. tions. ‘They went to trial and to the fcaffold toge- 
7% ther, converfed on the way with great cordiality, 
and took their leave of each other-with an affec- 
. tionate embrace ’. 





Et o@ Confpiracy of Robefpierre, p. s28. Playfair's Hiftory of Jacor 

ae. eee faeee! Regifter for 1794) P+ 354+ Tableau 
0) . 

-* Mifs Williams's Lewers in 1794, p.21. Playfair's Hiftory, 

hos 1 des Prifons fous Robelpierre. Mifs Williams's Letters 

in 4794) Vol. ii. p- 35. ‘ 
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ENRIOT was the offspring of parents who were © 
poor, but maintained an le : 
racter, refiding in Paris. In his youth he was foot.” oo: 
» man to a counfellor of parliament, named Fer- => 
| mont, . who, pleafed with his behaviour, obtained 
‘ for him the place of commis des barriéres, the emo- 
luments of which were fmall, but fufficient for his 
fupport ; and in which he continued till towards the 
d of the year 1789. Robefpierre at that period — 
became acquainted with him in the fauxbourg Saint: 
ceau, and he remained attached to his in 
. during the agar of his life. ee 
"He made no confpicuous re in the early 
riods of the revolunon, a by degrees id be 
prey of his fection, In this capacity mite lie’ i, 
ed himfelf by his cruelty to the She aoe f. 

fined i in the convent of St. Firmin: he announced =~ 
to them, in the moft u walified terms, that they 
fhould all be exterminat and, on the fatal day — 

of their maffacre, exerted himfelf with great acti 

in their condemnation and execution®, 
At the period of infurreétion, whe the cor 
between the Mountain and the Girondifts. came t 
an iffue, he was, to ferve the purpofes of his | 
raifed to the command: of the national guard; < ere 
he execu is common of oreraving the cn 
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vigour *. ' prefi- 
ord  bebvsapetion) to watilien the troops; fa. 
ned for anfwer, that when he had obeyed the 
will of the people he might attend to that of the 
reprefentatives, but not before ; and he prevented 
the members of the convention from leaving the 
hall, till they had paffed the decree againit the Brif- / 
fotine party’. The fuccels of thele fervices en- — 
deared him to his employers fo much, that he was | 
continued in the command of the national guard for _ 
the reft of his life. ? ‘ 
H is erucl ” He now gave himfelf up to debauchery and dail 

; *, the courfe of his employ his duty le 

“him to vifit the prifoners, towards whom his beha- 
saont wai fo infulting and.cruel, as to add an im. | 
preffion of inconceivable horror to the miferies of 
Berd fituation, to deprive them of the little {piri 
which courage or prefence of mind could afford i 

eir doleful fate, and to produce fainting, ang 
defpair *. 


t ‘was denouticed by the committee of gee . 
ety together with Vincent and Ronfin, and 
‘them have been b t to the feaffold, 


; 


though een for his trial had ude 
figned®. “He faithfully adhered’ to his en- 
ent, and was the confidential agent of the 























which decided the day, and proves t nefs of — 
the gon gener If, inftead of dividing the forces, 
they had brought the whole army againft the con- 
vention, and Robefpierre and the other ies 
~ had fuddenly refumed their feats, they might with 
_ eafe have regenerated that body, by d ing the — 
* ‘members who oppofed them; or have brokenit up, 
as incapable of regeneration. Inftead of availing 
'  themfelves of the moment of agitation and doubt 
to catry their point, they wafted fome hours im _ 
harangues and confultations ; during which time the 
troops were alienated from their leader; the citi- — 
zens of Paris, apprized of the real ftate of affairs, 
rallied around the convention, who, when Henriot 
came again to demand their furrender, put him out — 
of the , a Alarmed at appearances fo deci 
oppofite to his hopes, and at the defection of the 
foldiery, he returned to the Hotel-de-ville, where 
remainder of the night was fpent in tumultuous 
and reproachful confultation. At day-break, in- 
ftead of being befiegers, they faw themfelves « 
lawed and befieged. In vain Henriot from the } 
dow harangued the foldiers, they refufed to 
his orders. The danger of their fituation ¢ 
Coffinhal to fuch a degree, that in his 
threw him out of a window into the ftreet. - 
fully bruifed by his fall, yet defirous to fave 
, Henriot crept into a common fewer, where 
: . fhortly afterwards difcovered by foie foldiers, 
_ to him come out of his lurking-place, ft 
him with their bayonets and thruft out one of h 
eyes, which hung by the ligaments down his cheek. 
VOL. t. ) KK é 
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Ge titdod Broan his own wounds. The people tef- 
tified their j tenis a ees siiaitons 
many of them tauntingly told him, he looked then 
juft as he did when he came from the prifon of Saint 
cape after the maflacre of the priefts. “As he 
was going to afcend the feaffold, a by-ftander 
. fmatched out the eye which had been difplaced from 

ee Sle falicred st whe agent ity Hae” , 


evlers of thefe tern Riess are collected from the Con- 
Robefpierre, p.202- Mifs Williams's Letters in a79¢, 
iii. p. 169. 173. Pagts, vol. ii. p. 249, New Annual Regilter 
94> P» os to 381. , Debates, &c. i 
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